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The Bombay Government has recently passed a Gopnda Bill ostensibly aimed at
the lawless elements in the community, but in the opinion of labour and others, really
aimed at the labour movement
 31.	The Royal Commission on Labour presided over by Mr. Whitley has been
received with mixed  feelings by Indian Labour.    Some Tra le Unions declared in
favour of boycott, others were for co-operation.   The  All Indh Trade Union Con-
gress which met   recently declared by a majority in favour of a boycott oHhe com-
mission.   This has resulted in a  split in the ranks of labour and some unions have
seceded from the All India T. U. C.
 32.	Proscriptions   of books,   said   to be seditious by Government has been a
feature of the year.    Special attention was drawn to the proscription of Syt Sundar-
lal's "History of British Rule in India," a book in Hindi embodying several years of
research.    Dr. J. T, Sunderland's "India in Bondage" was also proscribed.    Even
before the proscription however Syt. Ramananda Chatterji, the editor of the "Modern
Review" and the publisher of the book was tried for sedition in publishing the book
and sentenced to pay a heavy fine.   A large number of eminent writers and public
men in the United States of America protested   vigorously against this suppression
of books which proved unpalatable to the British Government.
 33.	Passport facilities have again  been  denied this year to persons desiring to
attend the Lahore Congress.    Mr. S, J. Saklatvala was elected the delegate of the
London branch of the Congress and Mr. Sailendra  Nath Ghose of the  New York
branch.    Both have been refused visas.
 34.	Election disputes have absorbed a great deal of time and energy during the
year. Soon after the  Calcutta  Congress the Working Committee superseded ^the
Ajmer P. C. C. on account of a   number   of grave   irregularities.   Fresh   elections
were   ordered   under the  supervision of   the nominees of the president   These
elections were delayed and ultimately took   place   in   October.    The   Working
Committee however   had   to set aside these elections also on account of false
personation and other practices which, in the opinion of the committee, were corrupt
New elections were ordered and these have just taken place.
A major election dispute has also arisen in Bengal, in which both the P. C. C.
and some District Committees are involved. The matter was referred to^ the
President A. I, C. C for decision. He has been unable to give a final decision
but he has issued an interim order staying the election of the new A. I. C. C. mem-
bers from Bengal and recommending to the Working Committee that the old
A. T. C. C. members from Bengal should function till the final decision in January.
35.	The A, I. C. C. met four times during the year and the  Working Committee
nine times.   If the increased  number of meetings is a test then there was greater
activity this year than for many years past.    One of the meetings of the A. I. C. C.
however had to be convened  for a special and unprecedented reason.   Mr. M. K.
Gandhi, who had been elected the president of the  next   Congress   by  a majority
of provinces expressed his inability to accept the   office and   the A. I. C. C. had
to meet to choose another.
Two of the members of our Working Committee have been absent in foreign
countries for the greater part of the year. Srimati Sarojim Naidu returned from
America after a very successful tour in August In November she went to East
Africa to preside over the East African Indian Congress. One of our treasurers*
Syt Shiva Prasad Gupta, has been in Europe for many months.
 36.	Mr. Shiva  Prasad Gupta attended the   second World  Congress   of the
League  against   Imperialism   at   Frankfurt  in  July  last -on behalf of toe National
Congress,   His report of this Congress was placed before the Working Committee.
 37.	In may last it was announced that tfoe Goveriuijeiit bad extended indefinitely
the   life   of the,   existing   legislatures   in the country.   This rai ed the council con-
troversy again.     Previous to this anBouBcenjeBt tlse Tamil Nad P. C.   C.    had
put  forward^ a   proposal   in   favour   of the acceptance of ministerships.   Tn view of
strong opposition, however, this proposal was withdrawn.   The Working Committee
recommended, in viewof the extension of the life of the legislatures, that Congress
members should abstain from attending councils till the ccmmittee decided otherwise.
The Committee later, referred the matter to the   A.   I.  C. C.   and  recommended
resignation  from  Councils.   Tbe A, I* C» C meeting in Allahabad in July approved

